
CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Meeting of the North Adams City Council
Tuesday, September 13, 2022

7:30 PM

MINUTES

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers.

COUNCILORS PRLSlNT: Councilors Blackrner (virtual), Bona, Harpin (virtual). Oleskiewicz,
Sapienza, Shade (virtual), and Wilkinson; a quorum was present.

A moment of silence was observed in remembrance of William Schrade, a twenty-five year
teacher a McCann Technical School.

Hearing of Visitors

Robert Smith, 162 North Street, spoke on Council Paper 12,134 recommending the City Clerk’s
hiring of an assistant.

Barbara Alexander. 89 Wells Avenue and 110 Wells Avenue, introduced her mother to speak on
Council Paper 11,790.

Harriet Alexander. 110 Wells Avenue, spoke on Council Paper 11,790 indicating the uncertainty
and potential restrictions on short-term rentals.

Isaiah Moore, 43 Highland Avenue, spoke on the license for OTT. Taxi saying that it is
important to welcome new businesses with open arms.

11,790 An ordinance to amend Section 10, entitled “Special Regulations,” of
Chapter Z of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams by
inserting in numerical order therein the following Section 10.13.

The President filed the paper without objection.



11,790-1 An ordinance to amend Section 10, entitled “Special Regulations”, of
Chapter Z of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams.

Councilor Wilkinson provided an update explaining how there was a conflict with state building
code in the proposed ordinance. He said that they tried to work it out in General Government,
but needed more input from the city. Several department heads came together and brought
forward a new document, but the committee still needed Building Inspector Meranti to look
over the new document.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by roll
call vote to postpone to the meeting of September 27, 2022; 7 yeas, 0 nays.

12,158 An ordinance to amend the entitled Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Article VI.
— Parking Meter, Section 13-61, regarding fees for parking in public lots
during large events.

Councilor Sapienza provided an update from Public Safety, recommending a change in the
language to read: “...at non-city sponsored events with two thousand or more attendees.
Location shall be designated as event parking at a rate of $40 per day.” This was to indicate the
specifics of how large an event would be, and to remove the language that reading “at the
Mayor’s discretion.”

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED by roll call to
amend the language; 7 yeas, 0 nays.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Blackmer, it was VOTED by roll call
to adopt the ordinance as amended; 7 yeas, 0 nays.

12,160 Mayor’s Communication #92 recommending the appointment of Patricia
Flaherty to the Council on Aging for a term to expire January 1, 2024.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by roll
call to approve the appointment; 7 yeas, 0 nays.

12,161 Mayor’s Communication #93 requesting time to present a proclamation
in support of National Recovery Month.

The Mayor asked to postpone the proclamation and the accompanying standout due to
inclement weather.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED by roll
call to postpone to the meeting of September 27, 2022; 7 yeas, 0 nays.



12,162 Mayor’s Communication #94 requesting permission to transfer $44,500
from the Municipal Technology & Access grant to support the hiring of a
second Assistant Director of IT.

The President filed the communication without objection.

12,162 An order to transfer $44,500 from the Municipal Technology & Access
grant to support the hiring of a second Assistant Director of IT.

The Mayor proved an update explaining that this position had been open since November, and
had received two applicants in the previous month who were both well qualified. She felt that
though they had budgeted for just one Assistant IT director, with the technology, infrastructure,
and security needs in the building this would be a good opportunity to add to the IT staff. She
hoped that at the end of this budget cycle, they would be able to return this money to the
Municipal Access Fund. IT Director Pierson described the function of these two positions.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED by roll call to
adopt the order; 7 yeas, 0 nays.

12,163 Mayor’s Communication #95 submitting an order granting an easement
to land located at 23 Eagle Street, North Adams.

The President filed the communication without objection.

12,163 An order granting an easement to land located at 23 Eagle Street, North
Adams.

The Mayor explained that a portion of a particular cooler that was built on the 23 Eagle Street
property was actually built onto city property. She requested the council grant the easement.

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED by roll call to
grant the easement; 6 yeas, 0 nays, with Councilor Oleskiewicz abstaining.

12,164 Communication from City Clerk Vallieres recommending the appointment
of Tina Leonesio to the position of Assistant City Clerk.

Clerk Vallieres explained that there were twenty-six applicants, none of whom had City Clerk
experience, and few who had municipal experience. Clerk Vallieres explained his confidence in
Tina’s background.

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by roll call to
approve the appointment; 7 yeas, 0 nays.



12,165 An application submitted by John Lord to operate and maintain a taxicab
for O.T.T. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Blackmer, it was VOTED by roll call
to approve the application; 7 yeas, 0 nays.

12,166 An application submitted by Brooke Gerva to be granted a license to
drive a taxicab for O.T.T. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Blackmer, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED by roll call
to approve the application; 7 yeas, 0 nays.

12,167 An application submitted by Brianna Lord to be granted a license to drive
a taxicab for O.T.T. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED by roll
call to approve the application; 7 yeas, 0 nays.

12,168 An application submitted by Noel Sawtelle to be granted a license to
drive a taxicab for OTT. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED by roll
call to approve the application; 7 yeas, 0 nays.

12,169 An application submitted by Eugene Bostwick to be granted a license to
drive a taxicab for OTT. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED by roll
call to approve the application; 7 yeas, 0 nays.

12,170 An application submitted by Kalley Vanuni to be granted a license to drive
a taxicab for O.T.T. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED by roll
call to approve the application; 7 yeas, 0 nays.

l2,71 An application submitted by James Montepare to renew a secondhand
dealer license for Empire Antiques,

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by roll
call to approve the application; 6 yeas, 0 nays with Councilor Bona abstaining.

Open Forum



Eric Wilson, 85 Eagle Street, liked Councilor Bona’s suggestion for parking, and wanted a
parking garage.

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Q.uincey Street, wanted to see an ordinance about the rats in the
city.

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, echoed Mr. Cardimino’s sentiments on rats, and was unhappy
with the councilors at that meeting.

Mayor’s Updates

Hearing none.

Councilor’s Concerns

Councilor Bona said the rats are not just a North Adams issue, but is a statewide problem that
Massachusetts is trying to resolve.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was unanimously
VOTED to adjourn.


